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Writers Ink Books

Common Symbols

Numbers
1= self, rank, independence, 


8 = rebirth (one more than

solitude 





perfection), renewal, OR on the
2= love, deception, companionship 


road to completion
3 = mystery >> Trinity



9 = 3 + 3 + 3 = intensified mystery

4 = earth (NSEW, earth/air/ 


10 = completion, fulfillment

water/fire, etc.)



11 = transition/threshold; “death”

5 = ½ of 10 >> thus ½ way to 


12 = man’s relationship to God (12 
completion, limits to aspiration

      tribes of Israel, 12 apostles of

6 = doubled mystery = secrecy, 


      Christ, 12 signs of the Greek
the occult




     Zodiac, 12 cycles in the Chinese
7 = perfection, absolute



     Years, 12 chief gods of Olympus)






13 = unlucky >> because man thinks 







    he may step beyond God

Colors (and Times)

Red = blood, sacrifice, the wounds inflicted by trials

Blue = the heavens, truth (true blue)

Yellow = warning;  some positive aspects of light; cowardice

Green = life, growth, spring, morning, youth and jealousy

Purple = royalty – kings rule by Blood Right (red) + Divine Right (blue)

Black = death, winter, night, the dark of trouble and of ignorance, 

absence (with a negative connotation)

White = winter, light/knowledge, purity/unstained innocence, “pearl”, 

absence (with a positive connotation)

Grey = sorrow, rain/mist

Silver = a “mirror” color (mirrors’ backs are “silvered” to reflect)

mirrors reveal truth;  silver withstands magic
Gold = “tested” purity – all that glitters is not gold – richness but also 

softness

Orange = summer, noon, the ripening to harvest, adult
Brown = autumn, afternoon, maturity and the color of dried blood
THINKING about SYMBOLS and ARCHETYPES

Look at the Symbolic Colors List.

1. Why is Jesus Christ associated with red?
2. What part of Nature is blue?

3. A.  What in our everyday life is yellow and means caution?




B.  What in our everyday life is yellow and means light and knowledge?

4. When does a wood have only a yellow color? (Hint:  Remember your Crayola Crayons?  What crayon looked yellow but is not?  What was that color called?)

5. When does a wood have yellow and brown and orange and red?

6. When is a forest only green?

7. When is a forest only brown and black?

8. What part of Nature best represents the constant growing part of Green?

9. Why is white also associated with winter?

10. Why is Rain like sadness?

11. How is Spring like a newborn baby?

12. How is Summer like a young person?

13. How is Autumn like a middle-aged adult?

Look at the Archetypes List.

14. Why does the Moon represent change and transition?

15. Why is the image of a cross representative of the axis of the world?

16. Why does a cross represent martyrdom?

17. Why would a spiral represent deepening?

18. What would fire represent transformation?

19. Why would a mountain represents goals, ambitions?

20. Why would rain be considered a life-giver?

21. What could masks represent?

22. Why does a bridge represent transformation?

23. In a story with an “Unhealable Wound”, what would the protagonist be confronting?

24. Many stories have a fantastical weapon.  Why might it be necessary?

25. What kinds of conflicts would occur in an archetypal youth vs. age story?
Youth's Progress

    by John Updike
Dick Schneider of Wisconsin . . . was selected
"Greek God" for an interfraternity ball.

--Life


When I was born, my mother taped my ears
So they lay flat.  When I had aged ten years,
My teeth were firmly braced and much improved.
Two years went by;  my tonsils were removed.

At fourteen, I began to comb my hair
A fancy way.  Though nothing much was there
I shaved my upper lip-next year, my chin.
At seventeen, the freckles left my skin.

Just turned nineteen, a nicely molded lad,
I said goodbye to Sis and Mother;  Dad
Drove me to Wisconsin and set me loose.
At twenty-one, I was elected Zeus.
 

Mid-August at Sourdough Mountain Lookout






--Gary Snyder


Down valley a smoke haze
Three days heat, after five days rain
Pitch glows on the fir-cones
Across rocks and meadows
Swarms of new flies.

I cannot remember things I once read
A few friends, but they are in cities.
Drinking cold snow-water from a tin cup
Looking down for miles
Through high still air.
 



Youth's Progress

    by John Updike
Dick Schneider of Wisconsin . . . was selected
"Greek God" for an interfraternity ball.

--Life


When I was born, my mother taped my ears
So they lay flat.  When I had aged ten years,
My teeth were firmly braced and much improved.
Two years went by;  my tonsils were removed.

At fourteen, I began to comb my hair
A fancy way.  Though nothing much was there
I shaved my upper lip-next year, my chin.
At seventeen, the freckles left my skin.

Just turned nineteen, a nicely molded lad,
I said goodbye to Sis and Mother;  Dad
Drove me to Wisconsin and set me loose.
At twenty-one, I was elected Zeus.
Why aren’t the persona’s later years presented?

KEY FOCUS
What do you think Updike is commenting upon?  It’s something about our society—what is his point?
 


Mid-August at Sourdough Mountain Lookout






--Gary Snyder


Down valley a smoke haze
Three days heat, after five days rain
Pitch glows on the fir-cones
Across rocks and meadows
Swarms of new flies.

I cannot remember things I once read
A few friends, but they are in cities.
Drinking cold snow-water from a tin cup
Looking down for miles
Through high still air.
Only the last three lines seem REAL to him.  Why?
Highlight all colors and directions.  In the left margin, associate with symbolic meanings.

KEY FOCUS

What is the PAST to him?

The things down in the valley, do they affect him?

What does affect him?  That is, what INVOLVES him?  Why?
Caption at Title:  What is a fraternity?


What does being “selected ‘Greek God’ for an interfraternity ball” mean?





What would be the high school equivalent?


Why are the HS people voted on for that “equivalent”?





1st stanza = What is the persona’ predicament?





What was physically changed for him?





2nd stanza = Who’s in charge of these transformations?





What has been the point of all these transformations?





Highlight all of the #s.  In the left margin, associate with a symbolic meaning.


Why do you think Updike CHOSE these numbers?  (That is, where’s he going with this poem?)





3rd stanza = Where did he go?





How could he be “elected Zeus”?





What does being “elected Zeus” imply?





Title:  Define “Mountain Lookout”.





What job does the persona in this poem have?





1st stanza = It contains only visual images.  Why wouldn’t someone in a mtn. lookout “hear” or “smell”?








What do the 1st 3 lines have in common?





2nd stanza = 1st line:  What does he mean?








2nd line:  And this?









